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Family Says Cemetery Lost Loved One's Remains
Officials Still Trying To Locate Ashes

SAN DIEGO -- The remains of a local man who died 20 years ago are missing, NBC 7/39 reported on Thursday.

Armond Correia was supposed to be buried at Holy Cross
Cemetery 20 years ago, but the family learned last year that he
isn't there. Now, they're suing.

Family members told NBC 7/39 that they have spent the last two
decades placing flowers on a grave that was supposed to contain the
remains of their mother and the cremated remains of their brother.
Now, though, they say their brother was never buried in the family
plot at Holy Cross.

"What happened?" wonders Margaret Correia. "Between the Greg Brown '75
mortuary and the cemetery? Where did he go? Where is he?" A TAMRY ATTORMEY s 3

The Correia family says that the church knew their brother's

cremated remains were missing for at least six years before they

were told. They believe that the cemetery, which is owned by the Catholic Church, would never have
told them the truth if a disgruntled employee hadn't threatened to blow the whistle.

The family says that the former employee, a gravedigger, testified in an affidavit that Holy Cross
couldn't find Armond's urn but sold the family a monument and charged burial fees for a body it didn't
have. :

The family told NBC 7/39 that they want the church to do the right thing.

"It's hard to hold the tears back, because it's not something that you will ever forget," said Margaret.
"It will stay with you for the rest of your life -- for the rest of your life."

Rod Valdivia, a spokesman for the San Diego Catholic Diocese, told NBC 7/39 that the diocese's
attorneys have advised its representatives not to say too much about the case. Valdivia did say,
however, that there is no record that something like this has ever happened before at Holy Cross
Cemetery.

Valdivia said that officials there continue to try to locate the missing ashes.

A court date has been scheduled for Aug. 19.




