Lawsuit Filed on Behalf
of Victim Who Alleges
Ex-Pastor Molested Him

CNS—A woman who alleges her
son was sexually molested by the
former pastor of Ward AME Church
sued the African Methodist Church,
its parent corporation, court records
show.

Named in the Los Angeles
Superior Court lawsuit filed Nov. 21
are the 5th Episcopal District of the
African Methodist Church Inc.. ex-
pastor ‘Sylvester Laudermill Jr.: his
wife, Pamela Powell-Laudermill; Sth
District presiding prelate John
Richard Bryant and Norman
Copeland Sr., presiding elder of
Ward AME Church at 1177 W. 25th
St. where Laudermill served.

The lawsuit, filed under the name
Jane Doe to keep her son’s name
secret, alleges sexual battery of a
minor, negligence, fraud, false
imprisonment and civil rights viola-
tions. It seeks unspecified damages.

Laudermill resigned in May after
the AME Church concluded he
molested two underage victims. The
second accuser is a man, now in his
mid-20s, who alleged Laudermill
molested him in St. Louis beginning
when he was 14 and continuing until
he was 21.

Joseph S. Sanders, an attorney for
the church, was not immediately
available for comment. A woman
who answered the telephone at Ward
AME Church said church officials
would have no comment.

Gregory G. Brown, a lawyer for
the boy, was unavailable.

According to the lawsuit, the
accuser, now 17 or 18, was a member

of a family who attended Ward AME
Church for more than 25 years. His

-mother was a volunteer at the church

and her son sang in the choir, the suit
stated.

Laudermill served at AME
churches in Long Beach and
Compton and in St. Louis, where he
was a senior pastor for 10 years until
2004, the lawsuit stated. .

Bryant transferred Laudermill to
Ward AME Church in 2004 even
though he and members of the St
Louis church kriew of the allegations
against Laudermill in Missouri, the
lawsuit stated.

Laudermill allegedly began
spending time with the boy, then 15,
buying him expensive clothing and
taking him to restaurants and opera
performances, the lawsuit stated.

The boy had turned 16 when
Laudermill allegedly began molest-
ing him in October 2005 and contin-
ued doing so until January, the law-
suit stated.

One of the earliest alleged sexual
abuses occurred in a Los Angeles-
arca hotel room paid for by
Laudermill with a church credit card,
according to the lawsuit.

In January 2006. Laudermill
allegedly molested the boy at his
home after unexpectedly coming
home from a church-related trip. the
lawsuit stated. Laudermill’s wife,
Pamela. Powell-Laudermill, had
allegedly invited the boy to be an
overnight guest and told him her hus-
band would not be home during his
stay, according to the lawsuit.
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